Lordship Rec Users Forum

Report of last meeting: 9th February 2009

Present:
Luisa Baker London Borough of Haringey (took minutes)
Chris Joannou London Borough of Haringey
Liz Crisp Cave Coop 
Vera Hale Cave Coop
Michael Loughnane London Borough of Haringey
Caroline Jepson Friends of Lordship Rec 
Rachel Cooke Natural England 
Nicholas White Natural England 
Martin Burrows Back to Earth Projects 
Paul Ely London Borough of Haringey 
Su Jolly London Borough of Haringey
Joan Curtis Friends of Lordship Rec 
Helen Steel Friends of Lordship Rec 
Ray Swain Friends of Lordship Rec 
Hilary Adams Bruce Grove Residents Network 
Dave Morris Friends of Lordship Rec (Chaired the meeting)

Apologies:
Bernadette Riganti - London Borough of Haringey
Eileen Scott - Friends of Graham Lee
Brian Scott - Friends of Graham Lee
Clasford Stirling  Youth Sports Officer
Anne Gray  West Green Residents Association


Previous Minutes:
Correction: Paul explained that he had not given any guarantees regarding what % of trees by the river might need to be re-located during any river restoration works, although every effort will be made to protect them, especially the recently planted ones on the north side.

Apart from that, the previous minutes were agreed as a true record.


1. Natural England & Healthy Walks Campaign
Natural England attended to speak to people about a campaign they are trying to promote: healthy walks in the Borough in connection to local GP surgeries and local health centres. Rachel Cooke from Natural England asked groups present whether they would be interested in publicising the opportunities for residents to become a volunteer walk leader. There would be associated benefits such as a free gym membership.

Members of the Friends explained that there is already a Lordship Rec weekly walking group (meet on Monday’s, 9.20am at the Downhills Pk Rd entrance) but that there could be further opportunities, including at this year’s festival in Sept.

LB/PE explained that this work would link to wider benefits for the Park, meeting longer term objectives such as increasing use and under user groups. PE suggested that Natural England get in contact with Haringey Sports Development Trust to develop this further. The overall objective is to pull together a leaflet which details the walks - Natural England have funding for this.

Action: 
- LB to supply contact details of new member of staff who will be specifically working on walking and cycling initiatives in the Borough.
- Rachel Cooke to send Dave Morris an electronic copy of all the information to date for circulation.
- Su Jolly to advertise the volunteer walks positions.


2.    New Playground Development
‘Tendering’ documentation, for the planned works, is due to be returned on the 16th Feb 2009. Playground works to commence in May and due to be completed by July 2009 before the school holidays. 

As requested by the Friends, the one metre stretch of grass across the path through the play area will be concreted over. 

3. Moselle River Restoration

      LB explained that the river restoration has been awarded £200K from the Environment Agency which offsets some river works they are carrying out in time for the Olympics. There are a number of challenges to be overcome regarding the plans for the design of the river. 
4. Trees

The Friends of Lordship Rec and LRUF will have opportunity to comment on any new landscape plans including any proposed tree works. A tree survey is due to be carried out by the Council’s tree officer. 

5. Back to Earth Projects

MB explained that the Back to Earth Community Kitchen / Cafe is held every Friday and continues to be successful. The lease for the Community Kitchen is nearly secure and is currently being processed. 

The Tottenham Food Co-op join the cafe for market days at the end of each month. This month, to coincide with the café/co-op there will be a consultation exercise on Friday 27th and Saturday 28th Feb where plans for the Rec will be explained by the architects, BTE and the Friends. The public will also have a chance to comment on the designs and address any concerns they may have.

MB explained Back to Earth are currently recruiting for a Volunteer Co-ordinator post. It has been advertised and closes on the 20th Feb 2009.


6.    Integrated Schools Project
Su Jolly explained that there are currently plans to amalgamate and rebuild the schools on Adams Rd into an Integrated Learning Campus (ILC). However the community provision for this campus is undecided and being considered. The project has an identical construction schedule to Lordship Recreation Ground’s re-development.

There are 3 options for the future of the Broadwater Centre which are currently being considered and are to be widely consulted over. However, no decision has been taken. 

1. Re-design ILC - demolish the Broadwater Farm Community Centre and re-design with new community provision (however this will probably be smaller than the current provision, and may be within the campus leading to certain access issues)
2. Retain current Broadwater Farm Community Centre - however realistically reducing the budget and increase income and external funding.
3. No community provision.

DM reported that he had already, as Chair of the LRUF, been interviewed by Neighbourhood Management about the LRUF’s views on the Centre. He had stated that it’s facilities and services were crucial to the regeneration plans for the Rec. Martin, for Back To Earth, and Clasford, for the sports teams, had also been interviewed and said much the same. There were strong concerns expressed by others present at the meeting. PE added that he was confident that any new development in Adams Rd would keep or build in the community provision needed. 

It was agreed that an independent community facility must remain at the current location.

PE added that there is no suggestion of any schools-related development on Lordship Recreation Ground. DM added that the whole Rec including the sports fields and the adjacent grounds of the Centre are designated and protected as Metropolitan Open Land (Green Belt). No development could be allowed unless it enhances the use and appearance of the park.

SJ added that an extensive consultation exercise is underway to fully consult with all stakeholders and local people who would be affected.

Action:
LB & MB to pull together a comprehensive list of community provision including a list of services and send to DM and SJ.


7.    GLA funding
LB updated the group regarding the GLA funding. Lordship has been shortlisted for two awards, a £400K public vote and a £2 million Super Park Award. An enormous amount of effort had been put in by the Friends, BTE, Luisa and the various LBH depts in order to encourage people to show their support by voting on-line. Dave had spoken to some school assemblies. 10,000 leaflets had been delivered door to door by the Friends and BTE.

The winners are to be announced on Wednesday 4th March 2009. 


8.    Lordship Festival
Joan from the Friends requested the Council provide the remaining details of their financial expenditure for last year’s Lordship Rec Community Festival, so that we can plan effectively for next festival in Sept 2009. We need to raise around £13,000 urgently.

Action:
- A festival launch meeting will be held on Monday 23rd Feb to discuss the arrangements and plan for the next event in the summer.
- Martin Hall to provide Joan with the final figures from various depts.


9.     Lake
Joan Curtis and the Friends are working with BTCV to apply for funding to carry out 
additional restoration works on the lake.


10.     Environmental Centre
Consultation regarding the Environmental Centre and the City Farm is to be carried out on the 27th and 28th Feb 2009.  DM reported that the Friends and the Mother & Toddler Group had sent to the architects their written responses to the draft plans for the Environmental Centre. 


11.     Regeneration Schedule updates
It was proposed by the Friends and agreed by Paul Ely that there should be regular updates for the Friends and the LRUF on the progress of the plans, schedule, theme boards and works in order that all stakeholders may be kept informed.

It was noted that the Friends (DM) and LRUF (JC) are directly represented on the Project Board co-ordinating the implementation of the project.


12.    City Farm Location
Liz Crisp and Vera Hale presented the two remaining proposed locations for the City Farm development. The architects went through the pros and cons for both sites: the south east by Broadwater Farm and the north west by Walpole Rd) using illustration boards. 

LB, DM and MB also reported on the consultation they had carried out door to door at the neighbouring homes (Broadwater Farm and Walpole Rd). LB’s initial report of this had been written up and circulated to the LRUF list. There was a great deal of support for the idea of a City Farm, but more enthusiasm for the south east corner being the site. 

The meeting discussed the two sites at length. The principal concerns regarding the south-east field were the greatly increased cost of the development there due to the terracing and drainage needed. It was feared there would be no guarantees that this corner of the Park would be affordable or would work. 

Regarding the north-west corner of the main field, the adoption/use of the alley as a vehicle access point for the city farm is still in question. DM asked if the ownership of the alley had been determined and whether it was possible for the Council to urgently investigate adopting the road. This is also something that residents in the area seem to want.

At the end of the session there was an indicative show of hands for both proposed sites and the unanimous view (13 for, with three abstentions) was for the north-west location. However it was proposed that the north-west location should be shifted eastwards so that any farm buildings are not adjacent to the Walpole Rd back gardens. Lordship Lane homes could be canvassed.

Action:
-  LB and PE to investigate the adoption of the Lordship Lane alley.
-  Consider canvassing the opinions of those living in the nearby Lordship Lane homes


13.    Next LRUF meeting   Monday 9th March 2009. 

